As a starting material was used 8-oxo-16-methoxy erythrinane derived from ethyl 2-oxo-cyclohexyl acetate (VI) and 2-(m-hydroxy phenyl) ethylamine (VII). Pyrolysis of the keto-ester (VI) with the amine (VII) in toluene gave a crude en-lactam (VIII) as an oily product which without purification was sub mitted to cyclization by treating with phos phoric acid in ethanol to afford a mixture of tetracyclic lactam phenols (IX, X) which can be separated by silica gel chromatography. However, without separation, the mixture was directly methylated with dimethyl sulfate and sodium hydride to give two products in good yield separated by silica gel chromatography. First fraction contained a minor product (about 20% of the mixture), 8-oxo-14-me thoxyerythrinane (XI), and a major one (80% of the mixture), the starting material (V). To a solution of piperidine (400mg), acetic acid (260mg) and the enone (XII, 2.0g) in anhydrous ben zene (80ml), benzaldehyde (880mg) in benzene (20ml) was added at once, and the mixture was refluxed with stirring under a nitrogen atmosphere for 7hr. The reaction mixture was poured into water and extracted with CHCl3. 
